






 project

Big Business — U of M Ross

University of Michigan 
Stephen M. Ross School of Business
Taking open spaces to new heights

The Stephen M. Ross School of Business’s new building, which opened in January 2009, is truly a 
learning community for the 21st century, combining world-class business education technology with 
environmental sustainability. It sets a new global standard for connecting the world of business 

education to business practice.

The facility’s open setting lends itself to networking and collaboration, but its arrangement fosters a sense 
of intimacy.

Access to the best technologies available enhances the learning experience. In addition to data-ready 
seating, state-of-the-art wireless, and plasma screens in the classrooms, 26 high-speed print/scan/ 
copy/fax devices equipped with virtual queue technology are available for student use, along with many 
other amenities.

The glass-enclosed Davidson Winter Garden is the center of the collaborative  learning community, offering 
informal space for networking and discussion. The Seigle Café is close at hand, as is the Blau Auditorium, 
which offers 500 seats and a multi-camera, broadcast-quality audiovisual output.

on the level Clark Construction Company



 project

1

2
4

3

5

6

A NEW BUILDING FOR U of M’s STEPHEN M. ROSS SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
Size: 270,000 sf
Architect: Kohn Pedersen Fox Architects, New York, New York
Virtual Tour: www.bus.umich.edu/newhome/virtualtour/virtualtour.asx

1	 Northwest, main entrance leads students 
into the Davidson Winter Garden area.

2	 The beautiful new structure features 
sandstone, terra cotta, and glass. 
Southwest elevation, corner of Hill Street 
and Tappen Avenue.

3	 Twelve tiered, U-shaped classrooms, each 
with a capacity of more than 85 people, 
feature adjacent group study rooms.

4	 The building contains five state-of-the-art 
classrooms with a capacity of 40 people. 
Like the larger classrooms shown in the 
photo above, they feature state-of-the art 
wireless, data-ready seats, three mounted, 
preset video cameras, and one-touch 
Mediasite lecture-capture technology.

6	 The School’s health/fitness center is 
equipped with free weights, strength and 
aerobic machines, and stretching areas. 
Shower and towel service is available.

6	 One of the School’s food service areas.

Photography by Dietrich Floeter

In addition to providing a collaborative learning experience, the structure incorporates many architecturally 
innovative and environmentally responsible features. It was designed and built in accordance with the 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System. Much of the 
building material was recycled (concrete, drywall, steel). The facility features high-efficiency lighting, 
heating, and cooling systems. Green roofs, automatic faucets, low-flush toilets, and drip irrigation are in 
place to conserve water. The school is also committed to using environmentally friendly cleaning products, 
and food waste and other disposable products are being composted.

The finest in educational enhancements, technology, and sustainability come together in a beautiful new 
structure housing U of M’s Ross School of Business. Clark Construction is proud to have been instrumental 
in bringing this vision to fruition.
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Markets Served
•	 Retail/Mixed-Use
•	 K-12/Higher Education
•	 Resort/Entertainment
•	 Government/Correctional/

Judicial
•	 Corporate & Medical Offices
•	 Healthcare
•	 Library
•	 Laboratory/R&D

On the Level is published semi-annually by Clark Construction Company. 
Send requests for additional copies or address changes to On the Level 
Editor, Clark Construction Company, PO Box 40087, Lansing, MI 48901. If 
possible, attach an address label from a recent issue.

Copyright © 2009 Clark Construction Company.

Services Offered
•	 Preconstruction Planning

•	 LEED
•	 BIM (Building Information Modeling)

•	 Conceptual Estimates
•	 Value Engineering
•	 Program Management
•	 Design/Build
•	 General Contracting
•	 Construction Management
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Garry Myers
Senior Estimator/Planner

Garry Myers began his thirty-year career in the construction business 
working for his uncle, Dale Myers, at Vector Construction. It was 
there that he developed his skills for estimating, and over his years 

with Vector he often competed with Clark Construction for jobs. 

Garry first met John and Chuck Clark in the early 1980s, at pre-bid sessions 
for jobs both companies were interested in bidding. He says that meeting 
the Clarks gave him a favorable impression of Clark Construction that 
later led him to work for the company. He joined Clark in 1997.

Estimating was not Garry’s initial choice for a lifelong construction career, 
but once he began, he found the work interesting and challenging. This is 
one profession, Garry says, that involves learning something new on every 
project, and, at the same time, keeping up with the rapid pace of changing 
technology. His knowledge of estimating and his expertise with the latest 
technological tools for his profession make Garry a sought-after speaker 
for both industry conferences and college courses.

One of Garry’s recent projects is this issue’s feature project, the Stephen 
M. Ross School of Business building at the University of Michigan’s Ann 
Arbor campus. The Ross project was especially challenging to estimate, 
given the unique building features, finishes and materials on both exterior 
and interior. As always, Garry worked closely with the owner, design team, 
and the Cla rk team to 
maintain the balance of 
design intent, programming, 
and budget.

Garry and his wife, Melanie, 
who is the coordinator for the 
Construction Management 
p r o g r a m  a t  O a k l a n d 
Community College, have 
been married for 12 years. 
They spend most of their free 
time with their three children, 
Nathan, Jacob and Makayla.

Green Advantage 
Certification
Wes Avery, LEED AP, project manager, 
and Jessica Ripley, LEED AP, project 
engineer, have achieved Green Advantage 
Certification. Green Advantage® is an 
environmental certification intended 
primarily for individuals working in the 
construction industry—such as contractors, 
subcontractors, and tradespeople. Green Advantage® Certification is designed to be 
a non-competitive, complementary offering that supports LEED Accreditation.

Certified Quality Managers
Over the past 12 months, six Clark Team members have achieved certification  
as “Construction Quality Managers” from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: Paul 
Clark; Nick Freund, LEED AP; Glenn Jones; Jeff Konkle, LEED AP; James 
Kramek, LEED AP; and Scott Wilkins, LEED AP. The certificate, issued upon 
successful completion of the CQM class, is good for five years and is valid for Corps, 
Navy, and other federal agencies’ projects. 

Two Join Clark Team
Eugene “Bud” Provenzano has joined 
Clark as an Estimator/Planner. Bud  
has 13 years of commercial construction 
experience, with nine years in Estimating. 
He received his bachelor’s degree in 
business administration from Eastern 
Michigan University.

Jason Palmer is Clark’s newest Business 
Development Associate and is focused  
on various market segments for the company. Prior to joining Clark, he held the 
titles of Director of Development, Marketing Manager and Account Executive. 
Jason graduated from Western Michigan University with a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration.

Clark Safety and Service 
Award Winners
Jim Schaibly was named recipient of the Charles J. 
Clark Safety Award, which is presented annually to 
the Clark employee who demonstrates exceptional 
dedication and commitment to safety in the construc-
tion industry. Jim has more than 30 years experience 
in the construction industry and is currently on the 
new Michigan State Police Headquarters project in 
Lansing, Michigan.

Garry Myers was named recipient of the John M. Clark 
Service Award, which is presented annually to the Clark 
employee who demonstrates an exceptional work ethic, 
service, and dedication on behalf of the company and 
its customers. Garry has more than 30 years experience 
in the construction industry, primarily in estimating 
projects.

Wes Avery

Jason Palmer

Jim Schaibly receives the 
Charles J. Clark Safety 
Award from Chuck Clark

John Clark presents the  
John M. Clark Service Award 
to Garry Myers

Jessica Ripley

Bud Provenzano
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The Harborside Office Complex, Roof Garden (Port Huron), is Silver  
LEED certified.  

The Washtenaw County Public Safety and Justice Center (Ann Arbor), currently under construction, is registered for LEED certification.

The Ann Arbor 15th District Court and Police building, currently under 
construction, is registered for Gold LEED certification.

Effective green buildings can lead to reduced 
environmental impact, improved health, greater 
worker production efficiency, lower operating costs, 

and less waste. Such positive outcomes are encouraging 
more and more project owners to choose to build green.

Careful pre-construction planning, essential to the success 
of every construction project, is especially critical when 
a building is designated a green project. Creating a 
sustainable and environmentally friendly project requires 
the architect, design team and construction team to weigh the incorporation 
of green elements against the goals of staying within budget and adhering to 
the construction schedule. Fortunately, there are a number of green building 
options available to help achieve the necessary balance.

Effective green construction begins with design. Architects and their design 
team focus on creating an aesthetically pleasing building that provides the 
functionality, usability and safety the project requires while maintaining a 
strong commitment to building green. The design team makes the initial 
decisions regarding how to incorporate green construction practices and 
environmentally friendly products and systems into the project.

Clark Construction Company has partnered with architects and owners for 
several green construction projects, and has a growing portfolio of green 
buildings. Approximately $395 million of completed or in-progress construction 
has been expended for green building projects in the last five years. 

Each green project benefits greatly from our rigorous pre-construction planning 
process. Our Pre-construction Team evaluates each design, with particular 
attention to a building’s entire lifecycle. We focus on aspects throughout that 
lifecycle such as better siting, alternative building techniques, utilizing local 
and regional materials, operation, and maintenance. We have also had the 
opportunity to evaluate cost-effective green solutions ranging from vegetated 
roofs to geothermal heating and cooling systems. As always, we offer opinions 
of cost and schedule impacts that assure the best value for the project. 

Buildings and their construction account for nearly half of all greenhouse gas 
emissions and energy consumption in the United States each year. Decreasing 
construction’s impact on the environment is a growing concern; using green 
building practices to reduce those percentages is our best solution. Soon, 
“building green” will no longer be a conscious choice; it will simply be how 
construction is done.

“It’s important for Washtenaw County to be an efficient steward of public 
money. We have fostered a culture of reducing energy use and recycling. Our 
environmental commitment lead us to strive for green building practices in any 
new construction projects we undertake. Attaining LEED Certification becomes 
validation of our policies and procedures. We consider this to be good practice 
and cost effective, while also being good for the environment.”

—Jim Zwolensky, Director of Project Management 
Washtenaw County

Pre-construction Planning The Key to Building Green
By Robert W. Conley, LEED AP, Director of Estimating and Planning
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ground breaking newsground breaking news

College/University
CMU Rose Events Center Expansion/Renovation
FSU Michigan College of Optometry
MSU Brody Hall Renovations

Federal Government
Training Support Center—Fort Campbell, KY
Soldier Family Assistance Center—Fort Campbell, KY
Pipeline Dormitory—Wright Patterson AFB, OH

Private
Michigan International Speedway Suites and Media Building

State/Local Government
Ann Arbor 15th District Court and Police Building
Green Oaks Center Renovations—W.J. Maxey Training Facility
Washtenaw County Public Safety and Justice Center

ABOVE: FSU’s Michigan College of Optometry 
Big Rapids, MI

LEFT: Soldier Family Assistance Center,  
Ft. Campbell, KY

A Variety of Projects

ON THE LEVEL IS PRINTED ON EVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY FSC PAPER

FSC’s mission is to promote and enhance well-managed forests through credible 
certification that is environmentally responsible, socially acceptable, and economically viable.

For more information about FSC paper see http://www.fscus.org


